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The early-birds and those helping to set up for Speed 
Week 2019 really suffered with some extreme heat from 
the Thursday to the Sunday hovering around the 47°C 
mark and very warm nights. It was that hot and dry we 
had to order in extra bottled water and extra bulk water 
(the first time since 2004).
 The salt surface was a little rough or fluffy as someone 
described it. If you were driving your competition vehicle 
you wouldn’t want to deviate from the prepared surface. 
And even though it looked dry, there was moisture there 
as evidenced by the rooster tails on many vehicles and 
the tell-tale salt left on the vehicles.
 Racing got under way on the Monday and we were 
all back in the groove, with a good number of runs being 
made in the morning session. All the Rookies were getting 
their first runs out of the way on Track 2. Just as we were 
getting under way for the afternoon session, some dark 
clouds came over the lake and a very light shower. Then 
all of a sudden, the timing gear started to malfunction, 
one after another. Proceedings were stopped whilst the 
timer investigated. What they found were three sets of 
blown wires from the lights to the cronoprinters (digital 
clocks) and the ports into the crono’s blown as well! As 

they were trying to diagnose why this had happened, 
Peter Noy contacted Bruce to say he saw a lightning 
bolt hit the salt and Peter was getting arcs of electricity 
when he was disconnecting the gear. Turns out that the 
salt is a very good conductor and the millivolts in the 
timing wires just enough to attract all that voltage. In 29 
years of racing we have never experienced anything 
like this before.
 Now we knew why, it was a matter of getting what we 
had left working again, so the tracks were reconfigured, 
no 2¼ mile beam on Track 2 and no 2¼ or 6 mile beam 
on Track 1. But at least we still could run two tracks. 
Track 2 did start again for a short time, but by now it was 
too late in the day for Track 1, so the plan was to reset 
for Tuesday.
  Tuesday morning the timers were out early to get 
everything set up so that we could get a good start. 
At 6.00am another huge electrical storm came through, 
lots of thunder and lightning, so there was a mad rush 
to disconnect everything. One of the volunteers got 
a good shock and another reported the aerial on the 
timing gear trembling from the electricity in the air. Not 
wanting to lose any more equipment the plan was to 

The Official NewsleTTer Of The Dlra

President and Clerk of Course Report



2

wait until the storm had well and truly passed, but this 
did not happen until almost midday. So, racing did not 
start again until the afternoon. This photo (Credit: Aiden 
Galt) was taken at 6.00am, when it was still dark, just at 
the start of the storm.
 Once we were back racing, it became apparent to 
the Chief Inspectors that we did not have anywhere 
the number of volunteers to process the vehicles 
coming into Impound, so a compromise was devised, 
unfortunately the implementation of this compromise 
was miscommunicated, but we were soon back on track. 
 (The timing gear will shortly be going back to 
Switzerland for evaluation and possible repairs, 
fortunately the club has insurance that will cover for this. 
There are a couple of options for the wires, they could 
be replaced with new wires that have fibre optic ends 
that act like fusible links, or we could go wireless and 
there are some other benefits with this.)
 Wednesday dawned much better weather-wise 
with a strong breeze from the South East for most of the 
day, but there was a full days racing and a reasonable 
number of runs made. The rescue crews noticed that 
runs were taking a little longer than normal and some 
entrants were having trouble with the turn outs on Track 
1. For next year the exit signs will be moved further away 
from the turn out to give more notice and there will be 
more turn outs available. Some entrants had already 
started heading for home.
 Thursday was our best day in terms of number of 
runs, but with a strong northerly it was hard work for the 
entrants to set any qualifying speeds, even though some 
still did. The pits were getting emptier now with only the 
hard core or qualifiers remaining.
 Friday classically was the best day weather wise, not 
too hot and no breeze. The Friday was originally set aside 
for record back up runs and these entrants were the first 
off the line. But with time remaining until the official close 
the Race Director permitted some additional runs on 

the proviso that if they qualified for a record, they may 
not be able to back it up. Racing finished at lunch time.
  There were a number of new ideas introduced for 
2019, some more obvious than others, a big thank you 
to Rod Drabsch for the work that he did with the signs, 
I’m sure everyone noticed the improvements here. Even 
though many can’t get it through their heads that they 
need to drive SLOWLY on the mats.
 Our new Fire Tanker was a big hit and fortunately did 
not get used all week, no problem there. Our new (old) 
tractor did a sterling job and with a few repairs will be 
even better next year and our leaky crane truck did 
many useful jobs throughout the week. It will become a 
worthy asset I’m sure.
  The introduction of Australian Records and an 
Impound went well or not so well, depending on who 
you talk to. I was just so pleased that everyone got with 
the spirit of it and gave it a go and I think the number of 
records achieved are a good indication that there is still 
room to break many records in years to come. But I’m 
sure there are some aspects that we will not be able to 
achieve or prune back on.
  I’d like to give my thanks to all those that contributed, 
big and small to help make Speed Week the event it 
is. Nothing makes me happier than when I repeatedly 
get told that we have the most organized and well-run 
event, I’m very proud of you all. We have something 
very special here and we cannot lose sight of that.
 We now have a new fight on our hands with the 
announcement just two weeks after Speed Week of 
exploration mining to take place shortly at the other 
end of the lake. This is seen as a real and genuine threat 
to a place that we all love and respect and have 
been coming back to for 29 years. The damage that 
the mining industry makes is all too familiar to any land 
speed racer and the assurances given by these mining 
companies is definitely not to be believed or relied 
upon. Look for more information about this soon.

Day Runs Description
Monday
04/03/2019

Track 1 Track 2 Total Track 1 opened 8.41am, track closed 5.56pm 
Track 2 opened 8.30am, closed 6.03pm
A severe electrical storm closed both tracks from 2.02pm 
to 5.48pm on track 1 and 1.58pm to 4.17pm on track 2. 
Observations: Not Available

54 79 133

Tuesday
05/03/2019

Track 1 Track 2 Total Track 1 opened 1.29pm, track closed 6.09pm 
Track 2 opened 1.30m, closed 5.59pm 
Another severe electrical storm kept both tracks closed for the 
morning. Observations: Not Available.

39 69 108

Wednesday
06/03/2019

Track 1 Track 2 Total Track1 opened 8.26am, track closed 5.39pm 
Track 2 opened at 8.08am, closed at 5.57pm
Temp: 22.4° to 25.1°, Humidity: 23% to 24%, Pressure: 1020.9 to 
1021.8, Wind: 5.1 to 18.7kph, Dir: South East

63 88 151

Thursday
07/03/2019

Track 1 Track 2 Total Track 1 opened 8.02am, track closed 5.33pm 
Track 2 opened 8.13am, closed at 3.49pm
Temp: 16.3° to 26.4°, Humidity: 15% to 60%, Pressure: 1017.3 to 
1023.1, Wind: 4.3 to 14.5 kph, Dir: North , North East

93 81 174

Friday
08/03/2019

Track 1 Track 2 Total Track 1 opened 7.35am, track closed 12.09pm  
Track 2 did not open due to damaged timing equipment
Temp: 21° to 31°, Humidity: 14% to 31%, Pressure: 1016 to 1019, 
Wind: 0 to 10.2kph, Dir: Variable.

54 0 54

Totals Track 1 Track 2 Total

303 317 620
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RECORDS
There were 39 records set at Speed Week 2019. Of these 
there were 21 Australian records broken and 18 new 
Australian records set.
 

300MPH CLUB
We want to recognize all those that have reached a 
very significant milestone in Land Speed Racing. To 
be eligible for the 300MPH Club the competitor must 
have exceeded 300MPH whilst setting a new record for 
their class. Each new 300MPH club member receives 
a specially embroidered “red hat” to signify their 
achievement.
 There were no new entries for the 300-mph club this 
year. Jim Knapp did manage a 309.438 mph pass but 
under the new Australian Records was unable to back it 
up.

200MPH CLUB
We want to recognize all those that have reached 
a significant milestone in Land Speed Racing. To be 
eligible for the 200MPH Club the competitor must have 
exceeded 200MPH whilst setting a new record for their 
class. Each new 200MPH club member receives a 
specially embroidered Club cap (red cap with black 
visor) signify their achievement.

# Name Speed Class
1559 (123) Eva 

Hakansson
216.199 OMEGA 

SCS-O

1157 James Gun 207.015 E/BGC

200MPH ACHIEVERS
The DLRA also wishes to recognize each of those 
competitors who have achieved 200MPH for the first 
time. In recognition of their achievement they receive a 
special DLRA “Navy Blue cap with red visor”.

# Name Speed Class
1379 Gus Cooper 208.406 B/CGALT

476 Noel Heenan 205.644 AA/GL
 

TROPHIES
Land Speed Racing is not known for giving out trophies 
with most entrants happy to compete for just a time slip, 
but we would like to acknowledge some of our entrants 
for the efforts they made. And a big thanks to the trophy 
sponsors.
 Pictures for these trophies are on page 4 and 5.
Congratulations to these and all our participants for 
Speed Week 2019.

WHAT: General Meeting in Victoria
WHEN: Sunday 19th May 2020
WHERE: Northern Suburbs Hot Rod Club Rooms, 
25/196 Settlement Road, Thomastown
Meeting will start at 11:00am sharp, should all be 
over by 3:00pm. Barbecue after, $5.00 per head for 
sausages in bread, salads, and a soft drink.
If you wish to get a pre-inspection your vehicle at this 
meeting, please contact Carol at 03 5472 4629 or 
secretary@dlra.org.au prior to 3rd Feb and after that 
Greg

WHAT: Speed Week 2020
WHEN: Monday 23rd March – Friday 27th March 
2020
WHERE: Lake Gairdner, South Australia
See website for more details.

WHAT: FIA and FIM World Speed Trials
WHEN: Saturday 28th  - Monday 30th March 2020
WHERE: Lake Gairdner, South Australia

DLRA CALENDAR

Official DLRA Dash Plaques are available to all 
entrants who have made a pass on the lake. The 
plaques are made of aluminium, approximately 75 
mm by 50 mm in size with the DLRA belly tank logo 
and will be engraved with your details. Sorry we will 
not sell blanks.
 Download the order form, complete the details, 
and send it in to: 
http://www.dlra.org.au/timing-plaques.htm 
 Plaques are done in batches of ten, so out of 
season, it may take a while. Just $30.00 including 
postage.

DASH PLAQUES
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Top Time of the Meet : Jim Knapp #1584 

Sponsored by Jack Bros. Engineering

Best Presented Car: Kim deBrenni #138 

Sponsored by Cambridge Motorsport

GRAC Monitors Choice: Martin Gratton #1413 
Sponsored by DLRA

TROPHIES

Best Presented Crew: Scott Lewis, Craig Jericho, 
Adam Jericho, Tyron Cummings (Medical Crew) 

Sponsored by 
Blue Mountains Custom Metalcraft

Fastest Woman : Eva Hakansson 123 (#1569)
Sponsored by Smick Books

Best Presented 

Motorcycle 

Brian Fullard 

#915 

Sponsored 

by Vincent 

Racing Team
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Rangers Choice  Peter Mounsey #1390 
Sponsored by DLRA

Tidiest Pit Area: Ben Felton / Kevin Magee (Blind Speed) 
Sponsored by DLRA

Race Directors Pick: Jim Knapp #1584 
Sponsored by Bullet Supercharging

Fastest Ute or Pickup: Jeff Haley #1492 
Sponsored by Stephen Bridge

Rookie of the Year - Andre Deubel #1582
Sponsored by DLRA

 

Presidents Choice - The Timers 
- Bruce Willmott and Peter Hulbert, 

Sponsored by DLRA
for the work they did in getting the timing system 

back up and running after the two electrical storms
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Keep in touch with Dry Lakes Racers Australia
http://www.dlra.org.au

Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/DryLakesRacersAustralia/

Thanks to our Sponsors

www.mastec.com.au

www.wiringharnessesaustralia.com.au

Thank you to our very generous and supportive Speed Week 2019 Sponsors
Interested in becoming a sponsor for 2019? Contact our Marketing Manager - marketing@dlra.org.au

www.prancingponybrewery.com.au

www.graffitipub.com.au

www.acetyressingleton.com.au

www.stubtech.com.au

www.coffeesnobs.com.au

www.shannons.com.auwww.aussiedesertcooler.com.au

The Prancing Pony Brewery is located in the Adelaide 
Hills. Located in Totness, a 4 minute drive from Hahndorf, 
the venue is a brewpub, restaurant and live music 
venue with 16 beers on taps. 
 Run by Frank Samson (Head Brewer, physicist and 
Chief story teller) and his partner Corinna (CEO, Scientist 
and eternal optimist). Originally from Germany, Frank 
and Corinna have a love for Beers, Bikes and Blues and 
given the chance, they combine all three.
Both Frank and Corinna ride their bikes at Lake Gardiner 
and Corinna is a current record holder in the 650 MPS-
PG class with her beloved Royal 
Enfield GT Continental at a top 
speed of 103.481 mph.Frank 
rides a Suzuki GSXR-750 and 
is yet to set a record or 
break one.
 Say hi when you see 
us and share a beer with 
us at the Auction night, 
for a gold coin donation 
to DLRA. Cheers and good 
luck to all riders and drivers.

www.damclassicracing.com.au


